THE HEAT IS COMING.

BY PAUL KLEEGER = SUMMER IS SOON APPROACHING, AND IT IS TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT YOUR
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM. WHETHER IT BE HOME, OFFICE OR CLUBHOUSE, MAINTENANCE 1S ESSENTIAL
TO KEEP THE EQUIPMENT FUNCTIONING AT ITS BEST THROUGHOUT THE HOT SUMMER MONTHS AHEAD. WE

CALL THIS MAINTENANCE A “TUNE-UP”

A tune-up is having your equipment inspected prior to the
summer heat. This can alleviate your being on the waiting list
when HVAC companies get busy. A precision tune-up consists
of checking, some or all of the following, (depending on your
type of system):
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Your licensed HVAC contractor will have the knowledge of
the different types of air filters, and which is the best option
for your needs. He may also advise you of the availability of air
quality products, ranging from air filtering, air scrubbing or
air purification.

There are other maintenance issues of concern, Check the
circuit breaker for your equipment to be sure it is not old

and weak. If your thermostat requires batteries to operate or
requires a backup battery, then the batteries should be changed
out at least every year. Please remember to tell your service tech
to replace the batteries, as this is often overlooked. Your service

WE REPRESENT COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS

Since 1987 we have limited our practice to

providing a full range of legal services for

* Condominiums
| » Cooperatives

N SWEDELSON
%  GOTILIEB

www.lawforhoas.com
www.hoalawblog.com

10  www.cai-glac.org | March/April 2013

inty 805.650.7899

* Planned Developments
e Homeowner Associations

There is no substitute for experience!

celes 310.207.2207
1949.476.3789 Calitornia 800.372.2207

sisco 415.762.1889

CAl-Greater Los Angeles Chapter




tech should also let you know when your indoor and outdoor
coils need to be cleaned. Let your tech know of any strange
noises or smells that you have not heard or smelled before.

Since most tune-ups do not include the duct system, you may
want to have your HVAC contractor check the duct system,
to look for any air leaks. Properly-running equipment isn't
efficient if the cooled air is leaking out into the environment
instead of cooling your clubhouse or office. Your contractor

will let you know of any other issues that need to be addressed.

You, as the consumer, have the most important role in
keeping your system running efficiently and keeping your
environment comfortable. Thermostats and their settings

are within your control. Setting your thermostat too low

will require the air conditioner to run constantly. This will
result in the coil icing up, which could cause damage to the
equipment. We recommend, when the heat is extreme, that
you leave your thermostat at your desired temperature and set
the fan setting to “on.” To do this, push the fan button until

it appears on the thermostat screen. Switch the fan setting
from “auto” to “on,” or if you have an older thermostat, simply
switch it on. This will help maintain an even temperature
throughout the area. When the heat wave ends, set your fan
back to the auto setting. There is a benefit to keeping your fan
running at all times; it will filter the air constantly causing less
dust in your environment. This will raise your electric bill a
little, but you will save time on less dusting of your furniture.
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(Note that not all thermostats work on all systems. They

are as individual as the homeowner and the system. If you
are looking to change out your thermostat and you buy one
from your local hardware or big box store, it may not fit your
application and you have wasted your money. Simply discuss
your needs with your HVAC contractor and they will install
the right one, the first time.)

There are so many variables that contribute to the ambient
temperature of your environment, and things that you can do
to make it more comfortable. Check your air registers /grills
to make sure they are fully opened. Be aware of windows and
their treatments; keep them closed as the sun shines in. Make
sure that your attic is ventilated to release the heatload (there
are thermostatically-controlled ventilators and solar-powered
available now). Proper insulation of attic and outer walls—all
contribute to keeping you cool.

For your best experience, you need a good HVAC contractor.
Talk to people you trust, be leery of the online rating sites, as
they require contractors to pay them to belong. Make sure that
your contractor is licensed by the California Contractors State
License Board. You can check the license status
at www.cslb.ca.gov. Remember—always ask for
alicense number and make sure it is current.

Paul Kleegeris the president of NUAir Services, Inc. in
Chatsworth. He can be reached at nuairservices@att.net.

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
& HOA BANKING

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT & HOA
BANKING SOLUTIONS

» Depository Services
¢ Cash Management

« Remote Deposit
Capture

Seacoast Commerce Bank provides our
: e = Property Management and Homeowner
Asso<:|at|on clients the ablllty to maximize their use of bank services. We understand
the unique Banking needs of our Property Management and Association clients,
providing industry specific products and customer service that you have grown to
expect and deserve.

ALLISON DISARRO

Vice President
HOA Banking Division

619-988-6708 Mobile
858-312-7030 Fax
adisarro@sccombank.com

San Diego CA 92127
www.sccombank.com

CAl-Greater Los Angeles Chapter

March/April 2013 |

s Lockbox Services
« ACH Origination
« HOA Financing

¢ Online Dues Program

11939 Rancho Bernardo Rd, Suite 200

9—\"‘9 Member

www.cai-glac.org

11



